Intrapartum assessment of the fetus: historical and evidence-based practice.
The principal purpose of intrapartum fetal assessment is to detect hypoxemia-ischemia, which may lead to fetal jeopardy. A quarter century ago, electronic fetal monitoring replaced intermittent auscultation as the primary method of intrapartum fetal assessment in the United States. It seems that electronic fetal monitoring will continue to be the primary mode of intrapartum fetal assessment, with intermittent auscultation used in some centers primarily for low-risk parturients. From this abridged history of intrapartum fetal monitoring, it is recognized that all surveillance methods bear inherent limitations.